
 

New Palestine United Methodist Church 
… where people are encouraged, grace is given, and lives are  

being transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
3565 South 500 West,  PO Box 377,  New Palestine, IN  46163 

(317) 861-4390 [office], (317) 861-4443 [fax] 
E-mail:  newpalumc@comcast.net     Website:  www.npumc.com 

 
MINISTERIAL TEAM 
All Believers Ministers 
Julius C. Trimble Bishop 
Jim Bushfield District Superintendent 
CHURCH STAFF 
Mark D. Wesler Senior Pastor 
Kimmy Phillips Director of Children  Ministries 
Connor Neel Director of Youth  & Recreation Ministries 
Stacy Boyd Choir Director 
TJ Phillips Quest Band Director 
Ginger Stoltz Accompanist 
Jerome Davis Director of Technology 
Mike Poor Director of Sound 
Robin Lewis Celebrations Child Care Director 
Mandy Shaw Celebrations Child Care Assistant Director 
Leah Everett Office Manager 

Church Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

9 AM—5 PM  

Closed 12-1 PM for Lunch 

 

Celebrations & Church Of-

fices will be Closed  

December 24, 25, 26, 31 

and January 1. 

Newsletter Article  

Submission Deadline 

December 23, 2018 

 

Weekly Bulletins and Email Blasts 

Wednesday by 12:00 PM 

Please join us Mondays at 8:00 

AM at Sero’s Family Restaurant 

for our weekly prayer breakfast. 

All are welcome to attend.   

Don't forget to stop by the table next to the Sanctuary doors and pick up this month's Upper 
Room.  They are available in standard or large print.  You do not have to pay for them, but a 

free will offering would be greatly appreciated.  Thank 

 

 

Merry Christmas to My Friends 
at New Palestine UMC!! 

 
Another year is about to come 
to a close. In this last month, 
one might think that as the year 
winds down that our activities 

will also wind down. Good luck with that be-
cause Christmas time is coming! Christmas, 
last year, came just a few weeks after I met 
Sally. She started singing a song to me that 
was called Christmas Time’s a Comin.’ I 
would laugh my head off as she would sing 
the word “back” in the song. I guess you had 
to be there. But you can YouTube the song 
by Sammy Kershaw with that title. Please do 
so because it will put a smile on your face. 
 

Part of what Christmas is about is smiles. 
Watching the wonder in the eyes of young 
children or grandchildren makes us smile. 
Watching the joy on older children’s or adult’s 
faces when they open that special present 
you bought them puts a smile on your face. 

Sally and I are going to have extra big smiles 
on our faces this Christmas because we are 
welcoming a new granddaughter into the 
world any day now. 
 

But the biggest smile happens as we recount 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus the Christ. 
Whether it be at a live nativity or a church 
Christmas play or cantata, we smile when we 
think of the joy that came into the world that 
first Christmas. I would love to witness the 
smiles on your faces this Christmas season. 
Please include in your Christmas celebration 
our Sunday morning worship services, our 
concert December 9

th
, and the Christmas 

Eve services. 
 

Blessings and peace and love to you all, 
Pastor Mark 

December— Advent Series: God with Us 

2nd  - “God with Us Brings Hope”    Luke 1:26-38 
9th   -  “God with Us Brings Love”   Luke 2:1-7 
16th  - “God with Us Brings Joy”     Luke 2:8-14 
23rd  - “God with Us Brings Peace” Luke 2:15-20 
24th  - “God with Us Brings Jesus”  Matthew 1:18-25 
30th   - “Bidding Farewell”               Joshua 1:1-9 

You’re Invited! 
Please join us as we honor 

Pastor Mark Wesler 
Sunday, December 30, 2018 
Farewell Worship Service will 
start at 9:15 AM. There will be 

a Program & Brunch in the Fellowship Hall after 
the service.  

Please RSVP to Leah Everett at 317-861-4390.  



 

Youth Ministry Update: 
  
With this being the first full year of me being at New Palestine UMC, it has re-
vealed the direction the youth ministry is headed. There’s a large excitement for 
the youth program to grow, as we have lost a few high school students due to 
graduation and schedule complications yet have gained more than we have lost 
with middle school students. They bring an energy and excitement that had been 
missing from the youth program. These middle school students continue inviting 
friends and are building this young program into something truly special. 
  
We attended our first mission trip as a youth group in years and had a fantastic 
time. We went to Cincinnati through the organization Group and served by work-

ing in various settings where each youth had the opportunity to make an impact within the communi-
ty. 
  
Other notable happenings in the youth throughout the year include a successful Confirmation pro-
gram, Pacers game trips, a Putt-Putt outing, Pizza parties, and many other fun experiences. There 
is a cause for excitement among the youth program, and it is something I am blessed to be a part of! 
 
Sincerely, 
Connor Neel  

God With Us Brings… 

 

HOPE 

 

LOVE 

 

JOY 

 

PEACE 
 

A remarkable thing happened that first Christ-

mas, just as Isaiah had prophesied 700 years 

earlier – Jesus was born as Immanuel – 

which means “God with us!” Miraculously, we 

continue in God’s story of love everyday as 

he promises to never leave us or forsake us 

(Hebrews 13:5). 

 

This Advent season, join us, and together we will experience God’s grace through the greatest gift 

ever given. 

Come worship with us starting this Sunday at 9:15 am and the 10:45 am.  

 

 



 

 

The UMM are selling trash bags for $10.00 a roll. To purchase, 

please see Lee Collier or Leah in the church office. 

UMW Cheddar Cheese Ball Sale 

 

Cheese balls have been rolled in 

pecans.  

$5.00 Each 
Contact Nancy Collier for yours today (317-294-2997)  

SCRIP -  Scrip gift cards are availa-
ble.  Ask at the INFO DESK during the 

Connection Point on Sunday morn-
ings.  Don’t forget you can order online 

and pay by Presto Pay. Orders are actu-
ally sent to the distributor on Tuesday at 

9:00 am to be ready for pick up Sun-
day.  Orders placed after 9:00 am Tues-

day will be available one week later. 
Many cards are kept on hand and can be 
purchased by check or cash on Sunday 

mornings. These include Speedway, 
Walmart, AMC, Cracker Barrel, Subway, 

Arby’s, Starbucks, and Taco Bell. 

Get Your Christmas Shopping Done 
Now! Last day to order for this year is 

Sunday, December 16, 2018. 

 

 

Children and Family Ministry Report 2018 
 
This year at New Palestine United Methodist Church has been my most chal-
lenging year yet. I took on the role of Co-Director of Children and Family Ministry 
with my sister in March of 2017. She gave birth to another son in October of that 
year, and I have been the sole director since that happened. I wasn’t sure that I 
would be cut out to do the job on my own, but God proved me wrong. When our 
last director left our church, I had some very big shoes to fill. I pray that I contin-
ue to improve the lives of the children and their families at our church and also in 
our community. 

We have many outreach events in our church. We have struggled with attendance and bringing in 
new people. I really try to conduct events that will help bring in new people from the community. In 
April, we always have a community Easter egg hunt. This year was a huge success! It is fun to get 
ready for it with our egg packing party/fellowship lunch. Many members of our church participated in 
prepping for the event and also the event itself. We had many new faces join us that Sunday and I 
am happy to report that some of those families continued to come back to our church. 
 
In July, we put on an amazingly successful Vacation Bible School. This year, the theme was Ship-
wrecked. We have a daycare in our church, and most of the daycare kids participate in VBS with us. 
This year, we had about 250 children and 50 volunteers that helped to organize and execute this 
event. The kids learned a ton about Jesus and had a blast doing so! Also in July, we conduct a Back
-to-School picnic. This is a great community outreach program where the kids get to come and play 
games, get their faces painted, get balloon animals, play in bounce houses, and eat lots of yummy 
food at our pitch-in. We pray over the teachers and kids in our community to kick the school year off 
right. 
 
October is a fun time when we have our annual Trunk-or-Treat at our church. This is another com-
munity outreach program that has been very successful. The kids get to dress up and have a great 
time. We also include a fellowship lunch to try to reach even more people in our community. Novem-
ber includes a fun Chili Cook-off and the children get to join in on the fun by entering in to our Kids 
Bake-off! The kids love to show off their creative baking skills! 
 
December is always a very busy time in our church for Children and Family Ministry. We offer a Kids 
Night Out where parents in our community can bring their children for three hours of fun and enter-
tainment! We do crafts, play games, eat dinner, decorate cookies, and shine our light for Jesus! We 
also do some intensive lessons during our Children’s Worship times on Sunday to learn more about 
the birth and life of Jesus. These lessons are different than our normal lessons and the kids really 
enjoy them. During the year, we have been using Group’s Dig In curriculum, The Bible in One Year. 
This has been a great way for the kids to really dig deeper into the Word. The children and youth in 
our church also get to participate in our Christmas Concert. I help lead the kids in fun songs to cele-
brate the season! 
 
This year has been full of challenges, but I look forward to continuing to grow and learn through this 
amazing ministry. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kimmy Phillips  



 

Each year the staff/parish committee collects monies 
to purchase Christmas gift cards for all 12 staff 
members as a way to say thank you for your dedica-
tion and service to our church. This year we are also 
collecting for Pastor Mark’s retirement gift.  In your 
bulletin, you will find two envelopes marked one for 
Pastor Mark and the other for Church Staff. Please 
help us provide a wonderful Christmas to our Staff. 
Collection concludes on 12/16/2018  

DECEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER UMW 
 
We have so much to be thankful for.  We have had a very sat-
isfying year due to our very  generous congregation. We have 
provided meals, clothing, canned food,  household items and 
financial assistance to our various ministries. We could not 
have done this without your generosity.  It seems that when 

we see a need, we have no shortage of volunteers to help our neighbors. Thanks to all who 
have helped provide these solutions.  There will be more need in the upcoming year and the 
solution lies in part with our congregation. 
 
December is a joyful time for us.  We will host our Advent By Candlelight celebration on De-
cember second. Our annual cookie walk is on Saturday, December 8th.  Santa will be there. 
Be sure to bring your camera or phone for photos. 
  
January first begins in a new year for all of us.  It also brings in many changes. Not the least 
of these changes is a new pastor.  We congratulate Pastor Mark for the wonderful job he has 
done here and hope his retirement  allows him to relax and enjoy life. 
  
Thanks again to the people who have made so many lives better.  In doing so we have made 
our lives better. When God calls, we answer.   

Our next meeting is December 10th  at Woodland Terrace Vista Dining Club. 

Our highlighted mission for December is Lucille Raines. Peggy Lankford and 

Erelene Brown will be our Hostesses.  

GAME DAY 
 

Come and enjoy Ladies Game Day on Wednesday, December 12. Bring a friend 
and have some fun and conversation in the cafe at 1 p.m.  

The Visitation Team needs your help!   
We would like to be made aware of anyone who has an upcoming surgical 
procedure or hospitalization. We do not want to overlook this opportunity to 
offer prayers, visits or other support to our church families.  Please contact 

Leah in the church office (317) 861-4390, or Kathy Mitchell (317) 903-0250 or 
Cindy Gray (317) 430-2895 if you or your family members desire our help. 

 

 



 

NPUMC  Bible Study    Winter 2019 
 

OVERCOMER by Dr. David Jeremiah 
 

From Dr. Jeremiah: In the Old Testament “overcoming” was primarily 
physical. In the first century AD spiritual overcoming appeared.  Je-
sus entered the human scene. Followers of Jesus were called to be 
overcomers of a new kind – overcomers of sin, the world and the 
devil. 
 

Come join this Saturday morning Bible Study class starting in early 
January for 10 sessions focused on this theme. The Chapters are: 
Overcomer and then Overcoming: Weakness with strength, false-
hood with truth, evil with good, anxiety with peace, fear with faith, 
confusion with wisdom, temptation with scripture, everything with 
prayer and death with life. 
 
Resource leader will be Steve Matteson , stsohg@aol.com,  336-633-
9014  Class from 10am to 11:30am on Saturdays starting on January 
12, 2019.  Study guide will be provided. Donation of  $10 helpful but 
not required. Will use Jeremiah’s videos. 

Upward Update! 
It's the most wonderful time of the year...Basketball Season!!  Up-

ward is off to a great start so far.  We have about 250 kids signed 

up for basketball and about 20 for cheerleading. Evaluations are 

completed and practices start the first week of December.  We 

are excited for a great season! 

 

We wanted to make a moment to say a huge THANK YOU to all 

of the volunteers who have helped with Upward so far.  Many 

people have given of their evenings to help with the planning and 

evaluations.  We simply could not have done it without all of you.  Thank you so much for your will-

ingness to help! 

 

There will be many more opportunities to volunteer as the season moves along, so please do not 

hesitate to reach out if you want to be involved.  At the very least, please pray for our athletes, 

coaches, hosts, parents, volunteers, and the season as a whole.  We are praying that the Lord will 

use basketball to impact the lives of the children and adults in our community. 

 

Thank you, 

Connor and Korey  

Save the Date for "Unhanging of the 

Greens" 

January 6, 2019 

Lunch will be served.  

 

 

This year's proceeds from the Decem-

ber 9th Christmas concert will once 

again go towards needy families in our 

local area.  In addition, for those who 

like a more hands on experience, a tree 

with ornament tags with gift ideas for 

the kids from these families will be set 

up in the Narthex beginning December 

2nd.  Please return unwrapped gifts 

with tags attached to the tree by 11:30 

a.m. December 16th.    

Boxed Breakfast Cereal (13oz) 
Instant Oatmeal Packages 
Breakfast Bars 
Pancake Mix (18oz or close to that) 
Pancake Syrup (Plastic Container) 
Soup (cans or dry packages) 
Ritz Crackers (small stacks work best) 
Spaghetti Sauce (can) 
Pasta 
Ravioli 
Tuna Helper, Canned Tuna 
Chicken Helper, Canned Chicken 

Mac n Cheese 
Pork n Beans 
Bags of Rice 
Red, Black, Pinto Beans 
Canned Fruit, or in plastic cups 
Canned Vegetables 
Microwave Popcorn 
Hot Chocolate Mix 
Pudding 
Juice Boxes 
Snack Crackers 

Did you know the UMW provides food bags for 10 Junior High School students and their families to 

ensure the students are feed over the weekend. The UMW stocks and fills bags at the school. They 

need your help restocking the pantry. Please make sure that you follow the size guidelines to en-

sure they can pack many items into their bags.  No glass containers allowed.  Please place your 

donations in a Labeled Bag “NPJH Food” in the Fletcher Place collection box.  

mailto:stsohg@aol.com


  

 


