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Are You Ready for Spring? 
It’s Saturday afternoon and as I write this message, on this Saturday, I 
see sunshine and blue skies, and I feel warmth coming from the sun. I 
don’t know what the weather will be when you read this, because after all 
we do live in Indiana, but I am hopeful there will not be snow flurries or 
freezing rain. The promise of spring is tantalizingly close, and with spring 
comes newness – leaves budding on trees and bushes, flowers blooming, 
grass turning green, birds chirping, and the opportunity for an occasional 
open window and fresh air. It seems like the entire earth is awakening af-
ter months of slumber, standing and stretching, and taking fresh breaths. 
And, even though it happens every year, every year springtime seems 
new and miraculous.  
On a day like today, I am reminded of so many of the Psalms where the 
psalmist takes time to reflect, sing, and simply rejoice in all of God’s crea-
tion. Hear the words of Psalm 104: 

 Bless the Lord; O my soul. 
 O Lord my God, you are very great. 

 You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
 wrapped in light as with a garment. 

 You stretched out the heavens like a tent, 
 you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, 

 you make the clouds your chariot, 
 you ride on the wings of the wind. 

 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 
 they flow between the hills, 

 giving drink to every wild animal.  
 By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; 

 they sing among the branches. 
 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 
 the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
 and plants for people to use, 

 to bring forth food from the earth. 
 The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly;  

 in them the birds build their nests. 
 O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 

 I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

 for I rejoice in the Lord. 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 Praise the Lord! 
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Cont. Pg1…….. 
 
Spring is a time for growth and renewal. In nature, that comes from the right combination of sunlight, 
warmth, and water. In our spiritual lives, growth and renewal comes from the right combination of 
time with God in prayer, time set aside in reading and studying God’s Word, and time with other 
Christians in fellowship and worship.   
  
A Prayer for Renewal: 
 O God, as you give us the promise of spring and through spring renew our  earth, so 
renew our lives, our desires, and our efforts to live in obedience  to Your will.  Amen. 
 
Are you ready for a spiritual spring? 
Pastor Denise Robinson 
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Hey there! Just wanted to catch everyone up with opportunities 
coming up with the youth. I have been underway in planning the 
mission trip and that will be held on the week of July 21

st 
- 26

th
 and 

will be in Kenosha, Wisconsin. If you have any questions about the 
trip please feel free to let me know. 

In addition to this, there will be fundraisers along the way to help us 
pay for the trip. The first one will be prior to the Maundy Thursday 
Service on Thursday, April 18

th
 where we will be having a potato 

bar. It will be a free will donation and we are really looking forward to 
a great turnout! 

Communication with both youth and parents can be tricky at times, so I am hoping to 
streamline it by signing up for an app of some sort that will work as a way to send out notifi-
cations to parents and youth, keeping everyone updated on our morning youth services, 
youth group, and other random events here and there. Once that is up and running I will be 
sending out an email to the parents I have contact information for so they can register. If 
you’d like to be sure you get that invitation please let me know! 

In the recreation side of things, Korey Collier and I have finished up a successful Upward 
season. There were many challenges along the way, but with the help of many great volun-
teers we were able to make it through and over 275 participants got to come play basket-
ball, be with friends, and most importantly, learn about Jesus. While the break from it will 
definitely be nice, we’re already looking forward to next year! 

Connor Neel 

Morristown United Methodist Church's UMM will 
be holding a Lenten Breakfast On Saturday, 
April 6.  Breakfast will start at 7:30 a.m.  Please 
contact Lee Collier at lbcollier@gmail.com if you 
wish to attend.  

 

 

Please join us Mondays at 8:00 

AM at Sero’s Family Restau-

rant for our weekly prayer 

breakfast. All are welcome to 

attend. 

Don't forget to stop by the table 
next to the Sanctuary doors and 

pick up this month's Upper 
Room.  They are available in 

standard or large print.  You do 
not have to pay for them, but a 

free will offering would be great-
ly appreciated.  Thank you!  

 

The UMM are 

selling 

trash bags 

for $10.00 a 

roll. To purchase, 

please see Lee Collier 

or Leah in the church 

office. 

mailto:lbcollier@gmail.com


 

 

 Red Bird Mission is a National Mission 
Institution of the United Methodist Church that 
we at NPUMC also support. The Red Bird Mis-
sion is a non-profit agency located in the Appa-
lachian mountains of Southeastern Kentucky.  
The Mission and Clinic have been ministries in 
this region since 1921.  Today the need remains 
critical in this isolated, rural distressed area.  
Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing and 
rugged mountainous terrain provide obstacles to 
a fuller life for the residents of this area. 
 The Mission & Clinic meets the needs of 
this area in 5 ministry areas:  Education with a 
PreK – 12

th
 grade school, Health & Wellness, 

Community Outreach, Economic Opportunity and Community Housing Improvement.  Support for 
these ministries come from churches and individuals across the nation.  In recent years there has 
been a decline in the support they receive. 
 We have just been offered an opportunity to help.  The High School Music program has a 
group that has been touring the Midwest.  On their way home a date to stop here became available. 
The Cardinal Singers from Beverly, Kentucky, will be performing here on Sunday, April 28

th
 at 7:00 

pm. The Cardinal Singers will showcase the musical excellence taught to all Red Bird Christian 
School students through a mixture of vocal music, drama, and a dulcimer ensemble. 
 We will need your help in advertising this free concert.  A free will offering will be collected to 
help with their expenses.  In the next few weeks you will receive flyers in your bulletin to hand to 
your friends, family and other churches.  Please encourage all to attend, including the youth.   

TRUSTEE NEWS 
 
The church trustees have been busy this year.  They have been working with Duke Energy and will 
be on a program that reduces the air conditioning expense for this summer.   
 
Quotes have been received to repair the potholes on the  east end of the parking lot. 
 
Work has begun on installing wood window sills on the windows around the walking track. 
 
Weather stripping has been replaced on the doors.   
 
Plans to repair the Carillon (bells that can be heard around the community). are underway. 
 
The electronic sign has been repaired and is in good working order now. 
 
Sign ups are underway for our Spring Cleaning Day.  Many tasks can be performed before April 
13th.. On April 13th the plan is to have any remaining  tasks completed. Let the trustees know if 
you want to help.   

Saturday, April 13, 2019 

9:00 am until Done! 

See Larry Gray during Connection Point for Cleaning List or 

call (317) 460-1639 

 

 

Please consider donating a bag or 3 for the 
Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 21st. Dona-
tions can be dropped off in the lobby of the 
church until April 14th. Please make sure can-
dy is individually wrapped and can fit into an 
egg.  Thank you, Kimmy Phillips 

Join us on Sunday, April 14, 2019, at our 9:15 AM 
and 10:45 AM as we commemorate Jesus enter-
ing Jerusalem and the beginning of the suffering 

of Jesus. 

Easter Egg Packing Party 
Please come and help us pack hundreds of 

Easter Eggs for the Easter Egg hunt.  April 14th 
after 2nd Service (around 12:00 PM). Lunch will 

be provided. 



 

 

 

 

SCRIP -  Scrip gift cards are available.  Ask at the INFO 
DESK during the Connection Point on Sunday morn-

ings.  Don’t forget you can order online and pay by Presto 
Pay. Orders are actually sent to the distributor on Tuesday at 
9:00 am to be ready for pick up Sunday.  Orders placed after 

9:00 am Tuesday will be available one week later. Many cards 
are kept on hand and can be purchased by check or cash on 
Sunday mornings. These include Speedway, Walmart, AMC, 
Cracker Barrel, Subway, Arby’s, Starbucks, and Taco Bell. 

Baby Bottle Boomerang  
Thank you for your financial support! 

 
 

With your support we are able to provide the following: 

 Diapers, formula, baby food and infant clothing 

 Christian based counseling, Bibles and prayer 

 Adoption referrals 

 Referrals to community resources 

 Sexual integrity programs in the local schools 

 Free pregnancy testing 

 Referrals for free testing of HIV, STD and PAP 

 24 hour crisis line 

Fill the bottle with coins, cash or checks and return to your church 
or drop them off at Life Choices Care Center Monday, Tuesday 

Thursday 11-5 and Wednesday Noon to 6:00.  
 

 We need volunteers! Call for more information, 317-467-9700.  

 
“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions 

and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 

We are starting something new at church.  The visit-
ation team will be taking our shut-ins, as able, to 
lunch at Woodland Terrace.  Our first attempt at this 
is Tuesday April 30 at 11:30.  We would like to invite 
all who would like to enjoy lunch and conversation 
with our church friends.  Plan on meeting in their 
restaurant and we will put tables together as need-
ed . If interested or have questions, please contact 
Nancy Collier.  



 

 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child!! 

April Collection Focus-Coloring books and 

colored pencils 

Donations may be dropped off in the church lobby 

in the wooden box.  

Fletcher Place Community Center 

needs:  

• Any kind of canned meat.  

• Canned pork & beans.  

Please place all donations in the 

wooden boxes in the welcome center.  

Hancock County Food Pantry 
Pantry Wishlist 

· Peanut Butter (15 -20 oz) 
· Canned Protein (tuna, chicken, etc) 

· Canned Fruit 
· Boxed Cereals 

· Liquid Laundry Detergent 
· Canned Vegetables 

· Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Donations may be dropped off in the Lobby in the 

wooden box.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Kenneth Butler Soup Kitchen 
Leap of Faith Dinner/ Auction 

April 13th 
 

Kenneth Butler Soup Kitchen's Dinner/Auction on April 13th at St. Michael's 
Church.  Tickets are $40 and Patty has as many as anyone wants!  Please call Patty 
Hall (317) 403-3967.  

Please attend the Kenneth Butler 

Fundraiser at McDonald's in New 

Pal on April 1st from 5 to 8. This 

will benefit the Soup Kitchen. 

 

 

Come worship at New Palestine United Methodist 
Church as we commemorate the last supper of 

Jesus Christ with the Apostles. 

Thursday, April 18th at 7:00 PM 



 

 

UMW NEWS 
 
Welcome to Spring!  Our ladies will be busy this month. 
We are working hard on our sleeping mats for the 
homeless.  This is an ongoing project that requires 
many plastic grocery bags. Each mat uses several 
hundred bags.  There are a few steps to the finished 
project. Each step is easy. On April 1st at 1:00 Crea-
tive Adventures will meet in the cafe to make PLARN 
(plastic yarn) for the mats. Anyone is welcome to come 

learn the process, enjoy fellowship and serve the less fortunate.  This is a great opportunity to reuse 
those pesky plastic bags. UMW is committed to helping the environment by, keeping our landfills 
free of items that do not decompose. Bugs are not able to thrive on these mats. Certainly they are 
softer and more water repellant than cardboard for sleeping on the ground.    
 
We have a fundraiser planned for April 8th from 5-8 at the New Palestine McDonald’s.  Invite your 
friends. We receive a percentage of their total sales from 5-8 pm. Come for the food and fellow-
ship.  Drive thru sales are included in the total sales. 
 
SAVE THE DATE!  We will host a fashion show at Cynthia’s Hallmark in Greenfield May 3rd from 
6:15 pm to approximately  8:00 pm. We do need a few ladies to model the fashions. Cynthia’s pro-
vides snacks for us to enjoy after the show.  Each $15 ticket sale goes directly to our group. Tickets 
include several discounts on regularly priced items purchased that evening.  This show is just in 
time for Mother’s Day gifts. 
 
Calling all graduates.  Parents please let Conner Neel or Cindy Gray know if you have a child or 
grandchild graduating this year.  They will be honored during a church service early this summer. 
 
April Calendar 
April 1st - 1:00 Creative Adventures 
April 8th - 11:30 Helping Hands Montana Mike’s 
April 8th - 5-8 pm Fundraiser at New Palestine McDonald’s 
April 8th - 7:00 pm Seekers 
April 10th - 1:00-3:00 pm Game Day in Cafe 
April 18th - 7:00 pm Katherine Group 
April 25th - 10:00 am Leadership Meeting 
 
~Cindy Gray, UMW President 
 
 
The New Palestine UMW has made the following contributions for the first quarter of 2019:  
 
Pledge to Mission - 300; Gift to Missions - 25; Gift in Memory - 25; World Thank Offering - 10.63; 
Lucille Raines Residence - 117.50;Mission U - 94;  Brightwood - 135 (75 qtrly gift, 60 food); Fletcher 
Place - 137.50; Hancock Cnty Food Pantry - 75; Hancock Cnty Hope House - 100; Kenneth Butler 
Soup Kitchen - 100; Hancock Cnty Life Choices - 100;In UM Childrens Home - 50; NPUMC Chil-
drens Ministry - 125; NPUMC - 75; One Time Special Mission - 500; Doe Creek Food Bkpks - 
399.81; UMW National Legacy Fund - 50; Thank you to everyone for your participation and help 
with our fund-raising events! Please call if you have any concerns:  317-440-5370 Roberta Fowler  

 

 

GAME DAY 

If you like to laugh and have fun join us on Ladies Game Day April 10. 
We hope to see you at 1 p.m. 

Our next meeting is April 8th at 11:30 AM  at Montana Mikes. Our highlighted 

mission is Brightwood 

Next Seekers meeting is April 8, 2019 at 7:00 PM in the 

Parlor. See you there! 

Next meeting is Thursday, April 18, 2019 in the Parlor. All women 

are invited to join us. 

NPJH is expanding their food bag program (our UMW donates food and workers who pack the 

bags that go home weekly) to include clothing and necessities, and opening it up to include all 

Southern Hancock Elem. & Intermediate schools.  They will be moving the donated items into a 

larger room at the JH. 
 

Needs: 

· someone who might be able to supervise a few hours once per week to 

help those in need pick out items 

· ongoing help keeping the room organized. 

  

Items that are needed at this time:  new underwear 

  

Contact  Martha Haynes at  317-498-6861, bm101011@comcast.net  

Our next meeting is April 1st at 1:00 PM. We are 

currently working on the plastic sleeping mats for 

the homeless. 

 

   
Thanks to everyone who has donated plastic bags for 
our sleeping mats for the homeless.  Keep them com-
ing! By getting the bags out of your house and not into 
a landfill we are able to provide a softer alternative to 
cardboard for a sleeping mat. Several hundred bags 
are needed for each mat.  This is one of the ways we 

are striving to move forward to a greener planet. 


