
 

New Palestine United Methodist Church 
… where people are encouraged, grace is given, and lives are  

being transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
3565 South 500 West,  PO Box 377,  New Palestine, IN  46163 

(317) 861-4390 [office], (317) 861-4443 [fax] 
E-mail:  newpalumc@comcast.net     Website:  www.npumc.com 

 
MINISTERIAL TEAM 
All Believers Ministers 
Julius C. Trimble Bishop 
Jim Bushfield District Superintendent 
CHURCH STAFF 
Denise Robinson Senior Pastor (Interim) 
Kimmy Phillips Director of Children  Ministries 
Connor Neel Director of Youth  & Recreation Ministries 
Stacy Boyd Choir Director 
TJ Phillips Praise Band Director 
Ginger Stoltz Accompanist 
Jerome Davis Director of Technology 
Mike Poor Director of Sound 
Robin Lewis Celebrations Child Care Director 
Mandy Shaw Celebrations Child Care Assistant Director 
Leah Everett Office Manager 

Church Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 

9 AM—5 PM  

Closed 12-1 PM for Lunch 

 

Church Office will be 

closed Monday,  

January 21, 2019 

Newsletter Article  

Submission Deadline 

January 23, 2018 

 

Weekly Bulletins and Email Blasts 

Wednesday by 12:00 PM 

Don't forget to stop by the table next to the Sanctuary doors and pick up this month's Upper 
Room.  They are available in standard or large print.  You do not have to pay for them, but a 

free will offering would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you!  

 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

The New Year brings a new beginning for New Palestine United Methodist 

Church, one that surely brings a mixture of sadness, excitement, and uncer-

tainty. As one pastor retires and celebrates a long life of ministry in God’s 

Church, a new pastor is assigned. Who is that new pastor? Where does she 

come from? (So, we know it’s a she!) What will she want to change? 

As I walked into the church for the first time and saw the “1830” above the 

doors, I realized that being appointed to serve at New Pal UMC means I am 

entering a long, rich history and joining a long line of faithful pastors. But we 

are not at the end of that history; we are somewhere in the middle of the story. Yet we know that 

Christ holds the future, and in Him we can place our trust even amid change. 

 

There will be time for introductions over the next weeks and months, but as you may have heard, I 

am a second career pastor. I am an attorney and have spent a fair number of years in the legal field 

as a prosecuting attorney, first in the northern part of the state and then in Indianapolis. It took 

years, but I finally answered God’s call to ministry and enrolled in seminary at CTS in Indianapolis. 

Over the next few months, I will be winding down my legal career as I finish seminary and prepare to 

transition to full-time ministry. My home church has been Castleton UMC at 71st and Shadeland 

where I have been recently involved in supervised ministry. That being said, I am still more comfort-

able in the courtroom than I am in the sanctuary, so I invite and encourage you to join with me in the 

learning process. If you like what I am doing please tell others, if you don’t like what I am doing 

please tell me. 

 

Over the next months, I look forward to getting to know each of you and learning more about 

NPUMC. I have looked at documents, met with Pastor Mark, met with the Staff-Parish Committee, 

spent time with Leah, and been introduced to a few of you. But documents don’t give the true meas-

ure of a church; the people tell the story, and it is your story to tell. I look forward to beginning my 

service with the New Pal church family on January 1. Since learning of my appointment, I have been 

in prayer for your leadership, staff, and church community. I pray also that together we will be called 

to seek, to reach, and to welcome our greater community into a place “where people are encour-

aged, grace is given, and lives are being transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Denise  



 

Farewell to My Friends at 
New Palestine UMC!! 
 
The day that I write this is 
the first day of winter, also 
known as the winter sol-
stice. I have often looked 
forward to this day, the 
shortest day of the year. 
Why, you might ask. Be-
cause starting tomorrow, 
the days begin to get 

longer again. It gives me hope for the future. 
 
As you know, this will be the last Moments with 
Mark message you will receive. Beginning Janu-
ary 1st, I will no longer be your pastor. It is with a 
sense of fulfillment that I write this—but also a 
sense of sadness. In looking back, I can’t help 
but wonder where the 30+ years have gone. My 
time as the pastor of a church now seems short 
in some ways. Many memories—some good—
some not so good. But we can all say that about 
life, can’t we? 
 

And now the obligatory message pastors are ex-
pected to give when leaving a church: I am no 
longer your pastor but I will forever be your 
friend. If you feel so led, please keep me and 
Sally posted on how God is blessing you. While I 
will not be available for pastoral duties, I will be 
available for golf (just sayin’). 
 
Thank you for loving me as I began under difficult 
circumstances. Brenda died peacefully knowing 
that God was placing me in your loving 
care.  Thank you for the privilege of serving as 
your pastor. I am hopeful as I travel into the fu-
ture. 
 
Blessings and peace and love to you all, 
Pastor Mark 
6150 E. St. Joseph St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46219 
317-372-3283 (Cell) 
mdwesler@hotmail.com 
 
P.S. Please return any borrow books as soon as 
possible to Leah so I may retrieve them. Thank 
you!  

NPUMC  Bible Study    Winter 2019 
 

OVERCOMER by Dr. David Jeremiah 
 

From Dr. Jeremiah: In the Old Testament “overcoming” was primarily 
physical. In the first century AD spiritual overcoming appeared.  Je-
sus entered the human scene. Followers of Jesus were called to be 
overcomers of a new kind – overcomers of sin, the world and the 
devil. 
 

Come join this Saturday morning Bible Study class starting in early 
January for 10 sessions focused on this theme. The Chapters are: 
Overcomer and then Overcoming: Weakness with strength, false-
hood with truth, evil with good, anxiety with peace, fear with faith, 
confusion with wisdom, temptation with scripture, everything with 
prayer and death with life. 
 
Resource leader will be Steve Matteson , stsohg@aol.com,  336-633-
9014  Class from 10am to 11:30am on Saturdays starting on January 
12, 2019.  Study guide will be provided. Donation of  $10 helpful but 
not required. Will use Jeremiah’s videos. 

Save the Date for  
"Unhanging of the Greens" 

January 6, 2019 
Lunch will be served. 

 

 

mailto:stsohg@aol.com


 

Please join us Mondays at 8:00 AM at Sero’s Family Restaurant for our 

weekly prayer breakfast. All are welcome to attend. 

 

The UMM are selling trash bags for $10.00 a roll. To purchase, 

please see Lee Collier or Leah in the church office. 

I just wanted to thank you all for your support of the Fletcher Place Christ-
mas Event.   And we especially thank Yeshua House for hosting the 
event.  It was a really nice location and they were incredibly generous in 
supporting us for several weeks during set up and the event. 

It was a huge success and it could not have been done without all of 
you.  And thank you also if you were able to also help volunteer with set up 
or the event. 

All the items donated went to 94 families that we supported.  Each family 
received a laundry basket filled with household items and a box and bag 
full of food.  Of these 94 families we had 232 children and each child re-
ceived gifts/toys, blankets, games, books, sporting goods, toiletries, stuffed 
animals, and clothes.  It will truly be a very special Christmas for these 
families and it was all because of you. 

Items left over went to the following places so everything was used 

·         Food items will be placed in the food pantry 

·         Preschool items and clothing will be used in the preschool 

·         Clothing and blankets will be used for the homeless Christmas event next week and in the thrift store 

·         All other left over items were shared with two ministries (Vida Nueva UMC and Brightwood United Methodist Community Cen-
ter) that have their Christmas events coming up 

We will be in touch in a few months on what the Christmas program will look like in 2019.  We look forward to working with each you 
again next year and hope to see you around for other Fletcher events.  

If you have any feedback for us on what went well and what could be done better we would appreciate it.  We always can learn and 
do things better. 

I have attached some pictures so you can see how everything was displayed and I have also attached a link to some social media 
around the event. 
https://www.instagram.com/fletcher_place_cc/ 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=fletcher%20place%20community%20center%20inc&epa=SEARCH_BOX 

Again our thank you to each of you.  You are all making a difference through your support in Fletcher. 

Have a Blessed Christmas season and a Happy New Year! 

Hancock County Food Pantry 
 

Pantry Wishlist 
· Peanut Butter (15 -20 oz) 

· Canned Protein (tuna, chicken, etc) 
· Canned Fruit 

· Boxed Cereals 
· Liquid Laundry Detergent 

· Canned Vegetables 
· Fresh fruit and vegetables 

Donations may be dropped off in the Lobby in the wooden box.  

 

 

HELP!!! WE NEED YOU! 

The Upward leaders are desperate! No one has 

volunteered. We need help staffing the conces-

sion stand on Saturdays starting January 12, 

2018 from 8:30 AM—11:00 AM. Please contact 

Becky Logan at 317-508-4534 (cell) to sign up! 

Rooted Youth Group 

Laser Tag Outing 

Thursday Evening – 1/3 

Drop-Off at Church Between 6:15-6:30 PM 

Leave For X-Site at 6:30 

$15 for Unlimited Games 

Pick-Up at Church Between 9:45-10:00 PM 

November Financial Report 
Income for Nov $24234.95 

Expenses for Nov $31941.78 
Difference $7706.83 

 
 

2019 Monthly & Weekly Envelopes are now available in the Nar-
thex.  

If you are interested in a direct withdrawal instead of writing checks the Vanco forms are available. 
All direct withdrawals can be tailored to your giving preference (Monthly, Bi-Monthly, Weekly) and is 

a great way to save the church and you money.  
 

Jenny Greiner, Treasurer  

Free Books looking for new homes! 
  

The Library Committee has received several donations of excellent 
books and CDs in nearly new condition that we are offering to 

NPUMC members and friends to take and keep.  These books will be 
on the Library cart in the Welcome Center during January. 

A partial listing of the books being offered include: 
2 20 CD sets The Words of Promise NKJV New Testament Audio Bi-

ble 
Bible Handbooks 

Bible Commentaries 
Bible Dictionaries 

Study Bibles 
Other Inspirational Works 

https://www.instagram.com/fletcher_place_cc/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=fletcher%20place%20community%20center%20inc&epa=SEARCH_BOX


 

January 2019 UMW Newsletter 
As we say goodbye to 2018, we would like to thank all the people 
who helped make it a great success.  We appreciate the volunteers 
to help us with our fundraising projects and our fun projects. 
Through all the support we have received we were able to accom-
plish our mission goals. 
 

Children and youth are very important to us.  We have financially 
supported our church programs.  Other support includes helping with vacation Bible school, Trunk or 
Treat,  and Kid’s Night Out . Other programs we support through our works and finances include the 
Nature Camp at Nameless Creek Campground and meals for the after school tutoring program at 
Brightwood Ministries,  We also donate clothing and food to Fletcher Place Ministries. We volunteer 
monthly and also help set up their Christmas shop. We also provide handmade Christmas stockings 
for their Christmas shop. 
 

Locally we support the New Palestine Junior High weekend food program.  This program is designed 
to help supplement the needs of children who are not served by the Gleaner’s food program. 
We also provide funeral dinners for church members’ families. 
Hope Center Indy is also a ministry that we support.  This is a newer ministry to us but we hope to 
expand our support. 
 

Of course, we support the Lucille Raines’ Residence.  This is a supportive community in Indianapolis. 
The building is owned by the Indiana UMW.  Residents are working hard to re-enter society despite 
previous addictions. If you have any questions or would like to visit Lucille Raines please contact 
Cindy Gray.  Each year we try to schedule a tour and lunch so we can better appreciate this facility’s 
goals. 
Greenfield ministries that we support include Hope House, Hancock County Food Pantry, 
and  Kenneth Butler Soup Kitchen. 
 

If you have any questions about what you can donate to any of these ministries, please contact any 
of the UMW officers. You might be surprised what is needed that doesn’t cost anything.  Large wood-
en boxes are in the Welcome Center for all donations. Please feel free to put your donations in those 
boxes. Unless you specify what the donation is for, we will make sure that they go to the most appro-
priate ministry. 
 

It is not all work for us. We end our year with a lot of fun!   We started a new group that meets on the 
second Wednesday of every month to play cards and games.  We meet at 1:00 in the cafe and are 
done at 3:00. This is a great time for fellowship. 
Our Advent By Candlelight program brought 135 ladies to our church for an enjoyable evening of 
food, fellowship and entertainment.  We also presented awards to two members for their outstanding 
work volunteering. This year the recipients were Jane McNeal and Patty Hall.   
Our annual cookie walk is not only a fundraiser but a great time to see Santa!.  Watch for all these 
events in the monthly newsletters and church bulletins. 
 

Slate of Officers for 2019: 
President - Cindy Gray 
Vice President - Judi Walsh 
Secretary - Mary McCarty 
Assistant Secretary - Jane McNeal 
Treasurer - Roberta Fowler 
Assistant Treasurer - Bonnie Petrow 
 

Thanks again to all of our helpers who make our efforts possible. 
 

 

 

 

Our next meeting is January 14 at 11:30 AM  in the cafe. Please bring a sack 

lunch and help make Valentines for the nursing homes.  

GAME DAY 
 

Come and enjoy Ladies Game Day on Wednesday, January 9. Bring a friend 
and have some fun and conversation in the cafe at 1 p.m. 

The Visitation Team needs your help!   

We would like to be made aware of anyone who 

has an upcoming surgical procedure or hospitaliza-

tion. We do not want to overlook this opportunity to 

offer prayers, visits or other support to our church 

families.  Please contact Leah in the church office 

(317) 861-4390, or Kathy Mitchell (317) 903-0250 

or Cindy Gray (317) 430-2895 if you or your family 

members desire our help.  

From UMW Treasurer:  The UMW made the following contributions during the 4th quarter:  Pledge 

to Missions - $30.00; World Thank Offering - $44.31; Prayer & Self-Denial - $212.00;Lucille Raines 

Residence ** - $262.50; Brightwood Community Center - $85.97; Fletcher Place Ministries - 

$137.50; Hancock County Food Pantry - $75.00; Hancock County Hope House - $100.00; Kenneth 

Butler Soup Kitchen - $100.00; Hancock County Life Choices - $100.00; Indiana United Methodist 

Childrens Home - $62.50; NPUMC Family & Youth Ministry - $175.00;  NPUMC - $75.00; Doe Creek 

Food Backpack Food Project - $335.89; UMW Prison Ministry - $115.00. 

**Included Helping Hands special collection of $145.00.   

 

Thank you to everyone that bought or donated cookies to the UMW Cookie Walk! 

 

We made over $1400.00 in sales.  Thank you again. 

 

Roberta Fowler  

Next Seekers meeting is January 14th at 7:00 PM in the 

Parlor. See you there! 

 

Next meeting is Thursday, January 17th in the Library. All women 

are invited to join us. 


